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Time is a truly 
precious gift... 
it’s something 
you can’t buy
I

t is not that children 
intend to surprise. that 
they do so is because 
they are open to experi-
ence in a way which we 
are not. they marvel at 

things which, for many adults, 
have lost their wonder.

When children look at the world 
they see beauty, opportunity and 
sheer magic. When they observe their 
parents, they see security, wisdom 
and unconditional love. Where there 
is cynicism, they have faith. Where 
there is darkness, they see light.

that beautiful innocence is some-
thing so precious. It is a treasure that 
can teach us so much, one that can 
lead us gently into the light. that is 
why we are urged to ‘become like lit-
tle children’, for theirs are the keys to 
paradise 

they see what we do not and, in so 
doing, they understand so much 
more. ‘You can’t buy time,’ said our 
seven-year-old. ‘You can waste it but 
you can’t buy it.’ Having made that 
wise declaration, he went back to 
playing with his toys. His father, on 
the other hand, was left speechless. 

In the past, I have lectured on the 
question of time. However, I have 
never said anything so succinct, so 
crisp or so true. It took a child to 
teach me what all the books in the 
world could not. 

‘You can’t buy time.’ In employing 
someone, you are, of course, buying 
their time. Buying time for yourself is, 
however, impossible.

You cannot pay to lengthen your 
life. You can eat healthily, buy a gym 
membership and take courses in 
relaxation therapy. In so doing, are 
you buying time or simply trying to 
forestall the inevitable? After all, 
there is no guarantee that any of that 
will add to your years.

You can’t buy time, but you can 
waste it. the only thing we can be 
sure of is that we have this present 
time, this very moment here and now. 
the choice is ours to make the best of 
it or to squander it. 

‘We shouldn’t waste time,’ he 
shouted from the other room, as I 
nodded silently in agreement. We 
should seize the moment for all it is 
worth. then, whatever happens, we 
shall have few regrets.

You can’t buy time, but you can give 
it. the big problem in our world is 
that so few are willing to give others 
their time. We want to keep time for 
ourselves without giving any away.

‘I used to look at my time as if it 
were divided into several parts,’ said 
one man writing of his family life. 
‘One part I reserved for Joey, another 
part was for Sue, another part to help 
with Ana, another part for household 
work. the time left over I considered 
my own. But now I try not to divide 
my time into parts any more. I  

consider my time with Joey and Sue 
as my own time... the remarkable 
thing is that now I have unlimited 
time for myself!’ that man could not 
buy time. Instead, he gave it all away 
and received it back a hundredfold. 
the time he gave to his family was 
not wasted, but became the time of 
his life.

the gift of time is worth more than 
any gold. We give away time and, 
somehow, we seem to have more of it. 
We meet a friend and interrupt our 
plans in order to share a coffee. As 
you prepare to leave, you turn to each 
other and say: ‘I had a great time’. 

time can be great or disappointing, 
depending on how you use it. My 
seven-year-old speaks from experi-
ence when he says we should not 
waste time. there is not a second of 
his life that he squanders. 

He opens his eyes, gets up and, 
without so much as a morsel of food, 
jumps straight into his activities. 
From dawn to dusk, he gives time to 
whoever asks for it. And then, at  
the day’s end, he slips off to sleep 
with a smile.

W
 
 
HAt a wonderful 
way to live! Some-
how, he has seen 
what so many of us 
miss, which is that 

life is limited and we should see it as 
a gift to be used wisely. that is what 
it means to see every second as an 
opportunity.

We can’t buy time, but we can enjoy 
it to the full. We can use our time to 
live, to love and to laugh. to do so for 
others is, quite literally, to make their 
day. 

to make a day is to fill it with so 
much love and laughter that it 
becomes a lifelong memory. We forget 
most of our time, but some days last 
forever. 

the long hours playing on the beach 
with your children. the time spent 
walking hand in hand with your 
beloved, or chatting with the old man 
who has long since gone, or the count-
less evenings sitting around the din-
ner table with your family. All that 
comprises the great tapestry of a life 
lived well, of time given freely to 
things that really matter.

‘You can’t buy time, Dad, you know 
that, don’t you?’ Was he giving me a 
warning or simply reminding me that 
our time together is always time well 
spent? As I stood silently pondering 
his sweet words, I heard him laughing 
with his brothers in the other room. 

that, I thought to myself, is how to 
make the most of your time. I stopped 
what I was doing and went to join 
the fun. 

that night, as always, a little boy 
went to sleep smiling. For once, he 
was not alone.
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Bank manager tells 
of ‘shame’ at theft of 
€127k from friends
A ‘RESPECtED’ assistant 
bank manager who stole 
more than €127,000 from 
customers who were also his 
friends will be sentenced in 
July.

Owen Travers, 61, appeared in 
court yesterday where he said 
he wanted to convey his ‘deep-
est apologies’ to all those af-
fected by his actions.

‘the shame I’ve brought on 
myself and my family is unbeara-
ble and something I will have to 
live with for the rest of my life,’ he 
said in a statement read out in 
Dublin Circuit Criminal Court.

travers, of Glen Easton Square, 
Leixlip, Co. Kildare, admitted 15 
counts of theft from seven custom-
ers over a number of years. 

the court heard travers, who 
was an assistant manager at AIB 
in Clondalkin, Dublin, between 
2006 and 2012, stole amounts rang-
ing from €200 to €25,000. 

All of the victims were customers 
with whom he had a personal rela-
tionship and some had lent money 
to him in the past, said Pieter Le 
Vert, prosecuting. the court heard 
travers’s actions came to light in 

February 2012 after one of his vic-
tims noticed a significant amount 
of money missing from her elderly 
mother’s account. Nearly €25,000 
had been taken in unauthorised 
transactions, the court heard.

the woman then noticed that 
€10,000 was missing from her own 
company’s account. She tried to 
contact travers a number of times 
before taking the matter up with 
the bank. She later received a call 

and Portugal. He told gardaí he 
was suicidal at the time and ‘driv-
ing around hoping for a pole to 
crash into’, the court heard.

Mr Le Vert said travers, who had 
worked at AIB since the age of 18, 
was ‘well-liked, respected and 
trusted’. In victim-impact state-
ments, many of his victims said 
they cared more about travers’s 
breach of trust and the fact that 
they had lost a friend rather than 
the money he took from them. 

Although he took more than 
€127,400, the monetary loss to his 
victims was under €90,000 as he 
moved money between accounts, 
the court heard. ‘As the saying 
goes, he was robbing Peter to pay 
Paul,’ Mr Le Vert said.

Ronan Kennedy, defending, said 
it had been a ‘very significant fall 
from grace’ for travers. 

travers is now the primary 
homemaker for his wife and two 
children and will never work in the 
financial sector again, the court 
heard. Mr Kennedy said travers 
has no previous convictions and 
had a bank order in court to pay 
back the remainder of the money 
taken. Judge Sinéad Ní Chúlacháin 
adjourned sentencing to July 11.
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By Isabel Hayes

‘Robbing Peter to 
pay Paul’

from travers who told her: ‘It was 
me... I’m sorry I took the money 
from your mother’s account.’

the court heard travers made 
similar admissions to his boss 
and told him he was checking 
into St John of God’s treatment 
centre for alcoholism and depres-
sion. 

travers later told gardaí he had 
gambling issues and a number of 
debts, including two struggling 
investment properties in Dublin 


