
The inaugural Edmund BurkE IntErnatIonal SummEr School 
shall Take place aT ****Bloomfield House Hotel, Mullingar, 

ireland beTween June 19Th and 25Th, 2016.

The Edmund BurkE IntErnatIonal SummEr School provides 
a unique opportunity to engage with some of the world’s leading thinkers 

in the tradition of edmund burke, in the land of his birth.

a gorgeous package awaits you, inclu-
ding accommodation, full board, full 
access to leisure club and facilities, lec-
tures and evening discussions.

mark dooley will open the Summer 
School on June 19th at 5pm. Then roger 
Scruton will give the inaugural evening 
lecture. 

The following days will begin with works-
hops in Irish history for international 
students, followed by lectures and se-

minars by mark dooley and roger Scru-
ton. after lunch, opportunities will be 
given to engage in leisure activities or 
go for walks in the beautiful countryside 
of co. westmeath. dinner will be fol-
lowed by evening discussions and talks 
by guest speakers. 

Come and spend a week with 
RogeR sCRuton and maRk dooley in iReland!
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INTERNATIONAL 
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1: the General Situation of Western civilization
in this opening lecture, i shall give an overall picture of the cur-
rent state of western civilization and the new threats it faces.  in 
so doing, i hope to make explicit why the west is failing and what 
must be done so that it might prevail.
reading: roger scruton, the West and the Rest (bloomsbury-
continuum, 2002), chapters 1&2.

2: the Question of Islam 
in this lecture, i shall analyse the current state of islam and exa-
mine how the west ought to confront it.
reading: roger scruton, the West and the Rest, chapters 3&4.

3: the Place of art and music in our civilization
The role of art and music in the life of western civilization has 
been pivotal. in supplying cultural, spiritual and moral truths, they 
have shaped the identity of the west.  in this lecture, i shall say 
what we stand to lose should art and music continue to decline.  i 
will also offer suggestions as to how we might keep those great 
traditions alive.
reading:  roger scruton, culture Counts: faith and feeling in a 
World Besieged (encounter books, 2007). 

4: Subjects Proposed during First three days by those Present 
in this session, i shall deal with subjects raised by participants du-
ring the course of our first few days.  

5: Questions of morality in a Secular culture: Sex, marriage, 
children
in this lecture, i will examine the place of traditional morality in a 
secular culture.  i shall do so by analyzing the role of sex, marriage 
and the family in a world that no longer regards them as sacred. 
reading: roger scruton, A Political Philosophy: Arguments for 
Conservatism (bloomsbury-continuum, 2006), chapter 5, ‘Meanin-
gful Marriage’, pp.81-102. 

6: the Environment (with special reference to urbanization and 
hunting too)
in this final lecture, i turn to the question of the environment and 
the place it occupies in the conservative outlook.  The ‘habit of sa-
crifice’ is one of the guiding motives of my type of conservatism, 
and it is the cultivation of this virtue that a genuine environmen-
tal ethic requires.  in saying why this is so, i shall also examine how 
hunting keeps us mindful of the land and our place in the natural 
order.
reading: roger scruton, Green Philosophy: How to think seriously 
About the Planet (atlantic books, 2012), chapter 10, ‘begetting 
somewhere’.
General course text: roger scruton, Philosophy: Principles 
and Problems (continuum, 2005)

roGEr Scruton
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1: Selfhood and Ethics in kierkegaard & hegel
in this first lecture, i shall explore the roots of my philosophical 
journey through those two thinkers who first shaped my unders-
tanding of the self: søren kierkegaard & g.w.F hegel.  The vision 
that i articulate in moral matters: A Philosophy of Homecoming 
(2015) is essentially hegelian.  however, i began my career with 
a critique of hegel from a kierkegaardian perspective.  why this 
was so will be the topic of our first lecture.
reading: Mark dooley, the Politics of exodus: Kierkegaard’s ethics 
of Responsibility (new York: Fordham university press, 2001), 
chapter 2.

2: Selfhood in kierkegaard and derrida
what links kierkegaard, that great thinker of subjectivity, to the 
founder of deconstruction Jacques derrida?  To study both thin-
kers in their relationship to hegel’s theory of selfhood, memory, 
ethics and politics shows how intrinsically related they are.  in our 
second lecture, i will endeavour to show, however, that it is at a 
religious level that these two seemingly incongruous figures find 
common cause.  i will also say why i was drawn to see the world in 
a way that i would ultimately reject.
reading: Mark dooley, the Politics of exodus, chapter 6; dooley, 
‘kierkegaard and derrida: between Totality and infinity’ in el-
sebet Jegstrup, the New Kierkegaard (indiana university press, 
2004), pp. 199-213. 

3: a Passion for the Impossible
in 2007, i published a book on Jacques derrida in which i argued 
that ‘behind all the controversy [surrounding deconstruction] lay 
a simple idea: full self-understanding is impossible because we 
cannot roll back the layers of time and history that precede us to 
reveal their origins in their purity’.  in this lecture, i will say why 
looking at derrida as a philosopher of memory in the hegelian 
mould renders him more sensible than his detractors suggest.  
contra hegel, however, i will also say why he is more a homeless 
thinker, one who rejects domestication in favour of endless exile.  
by looking at his theory of narcissism, memory and home, i will 
show why and how i took my scrutonian turn.
reading:  Mark dooley & liam kavanagh, the Philosophy of der-
rida (Mcgill, 2007), chapter 1.

4: Selfhood in Burke & Scruton
if derrida emphasises what cannot be recollected, edmund burke 
and roger scruton show what we stand to lose if we do not em-
phasise what memory can and does retain.  both are philosophers 
of home who underscore the enduring need that we have to settle 
and belong.  Through them, i found my way back to hegel, and i 
saw why, without caring for communities and institutions, we are 
condemned to the ‘dust and powder of individuality’.
reading:  Mark dooley, moral matters: A Philosophy of Ho-
mecoming (bloomsbury 2015), chapters 3&4.

mark doolEy
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5: communion
burke believed that the church must be ‘the first of our preju-
dices’, while hegel believed that without the binding power of re-
ligion, in which the finite and the infinite are reconciled, we simp-
ly cannot flourish.  The church is a repository of memory that lifts 
us from the ‘paltry pelf of the moment’ in order to take our place 
in the ‘great eternal society’.  in Why Be a Catholic? (2011), i tried 
to show how catholicism serves to reconcile us to each other, the 
world and the sacred.  in this lecture, i will show how all my intel-
lectual concerns converge in this defence of my faith.
reading: Mark dooley, Why Be a Catholic? (bloomsbury, 2011), 
chapter 3.

6: homecoming
in summing up these lectures, i will turn to my latest work, mo-
ral matters, to show how my critique of cyberia is informed by 
all those thinkers and themes which have dominated my writings.  
in that book, i put kierkegaard and hegel into conversation with 
derrida, scruton and burke.  The result is a work on how to over-
come the alienation of the age by caring for creation, conserving 
culture and saving the sacred.  it is also a book that shows a cer-
tain continuity to my thinking, even if i have ended up on the op-
posite side from where i began.  by reflecting on the final chapter, 
‘saving the sacred’, i hope to show why this is so and where i in-
tend to go from here.
reading: Mark dooley, moral matters, chapter 9.  

alExandra SlaBy Each morning, Irish Studies scholar alexandra Slaby will open 
the day with a series of workshops on contemporary Irish his-
tory based on her new Histoire de l’irlande de 1912 à nos jours 
(paris: Tallandier, February 2016).

1: the Irish revolution
in this lecture, i explain the sequence of events leading to the eas-
ter rising in 1916 and explore the aspirations for independence, 
the war of independence, the civil war and the installation of a 
new regime in ireland in 1922 with its political life, its economic 
and social conditions and its culture.

2: church and State
in the new dispensation, church and state formed an alliance 
in ireland that was quite unique. in this second lecture, i look at 
irish catholicism and how it has been shaped by the relationship 
between church and state from the 19th century until the onset 
of secularization in the late 1960s.

3: rising tides, ebbs and flows
ireland in the 1960s, 1970s and 1980s saw many climaxes and an-
ti-climaxes. here, i seek to look into the mechanisms of political 
and economic crises. i also look at the broadening cultural 
and moral horizons of irish society in those decades.
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4: looking over the border
in this lecture, i give an outline of history of northern ireland from 
the early 1920s to the Troubles and the resolution of the conflict, 
down to the latest attempts at sharing power and neutralizing 
spaces and symbols. 

5: celtic tiger Ireland
in the mid-1990s, it seemed that ireland had at last found the 
recipe for economic prosperity. The country’s economic perfor-
mance was impressive. i show how the conditions that facilitated 
this, the foundations and faults of that new wealth, and aspects 
of ireland’s Tiger culture and society.

6: Scandals, crises and recoveries – the celtic Phoenix
Just as the celtic Tiger was turned into a ‘bedraggled alley cat’ 
(Fintan O’Toole), the revelations of the clerical sex abuse scan-
dals came out. i look at the economic, political and religious crises 
of the 2000s and point to prospects of recovery and new growth.

• The cost of the summer school (for a minimum of 20 students) is €1,140 (room 
sharing) or €1,260 (single occupancy), which includes return transportation 
from the airport accommodation, full breakfast, light lunch, 4-course dinner, full 
access to leisure club and pool, wifi, administrative and tuition fees. payment 
Terms; 50% at booking stage with full balance 1 month prior.

• closing date for bookings aPrIl 30th 2016

• For more information Tel: +353 44 93 4089 or

• email: reservations@bloomfieldhouse.com

We wish to thank the director and all the staff of 
Bloomfield house hotel for their warm and generous 
welcome and look forward to seeing you there in June!
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