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How churches 
can unite all 
generations
I  

sat beside Rosie, a 
sprightly 81-year-old 
with painted nails and 
an outfit that would be 
the envy of any teenager. 
‘We were married here in 

1960,’ she said, ‘but my lovely 
man is now in Heaven.’ For 
the entire Mass, this joyful 
woman gave me a running 
commentary on all the char-
acters that had shaped her 
community.

Rosie and I were at our local church 
to celebrate its Diamond Jubilee. Our 
eldest had been invited to serve the 
opening Mass of the festivities. It was 
presided over by Bishop Kevin Doran 
of the Diocese of Elphin, who is a 
native of the parish.

Our Lady of Victories was opened 
by archbishop John Charles McQuaid 
in august 1955. since then, it has 
stood at the heart of a tight-knit com-
munity. For these people, identity, 
belonging and home are the things 
that make life worth living.

the parish priest Fr Pádraig Glee-
son understands why memory mat-
ters. since his arrival in 2013, he has 
sustained the old rituals which have 
made this a deeply spiritual place. 
His mission is to preserve intact for 
the next generation the riches we 
have been lucky enough to enjoy. 

sitting there on sunday, I realised 
that this Mass was all about inherit-
ance, memory and enduring things. 
Rosie roared with laughter when our 
seven-year-old declined to accom-
pany her home. she has been there 
from the very beginning and he is a 
relatively recent recruit. today, how-
ever, both belong to what Edmund 
Burke called ‘the great eternal soci-
ety’. 

In that beautiful society, the gener-
ations link arms and dance down the 
decades. they are all part of a con-
tinuous story sustained by memories 
of precious moments such as these. 

to my right is Helen O’Connor who 
is celebrating her 97th birthday. 
Helen was a young woman of 37 when 
this church was built. Yet here she is, 
nearly a century old, uniting her big 
day with that of a place that binds 
her to her past.

Bishop Doran told of how, as a boy, 
this parish had shaped his spiritual 
perspective. He recalled the old 
priests who had faithfully served the 
church, three of whom are buried in 
its soil. as he spoke, you could see he 
was happy to be home.

as I say in my new book Moral Mat-
ters, churches like this root us to real-
ity. In a world that is so detached and 
disconnected, they unite us to the 
living, the dead and those yet to 
come.

In the midst of so much social decay, 
they provide a space in which real 
community and communion is still 
possible.

the elderly sang the old Latin 
hymns as the youngsters sat smiling. 

People of all generations and from all 
walks of life came not only to worship, 
but to declare their faith in one 
another. they were there to rejoice in 
life, in love and in those things which 
no amount of time can compromise. 

It was a celebration of social unity 
and sacred things, a commemoration 
of people that survived and flourished 
because of what they found in this 
place.

they found joy, consolation and 
that peace which surpasses all under-
standing.

One person who can testify to all 
these things is loyal parishioner ann 
Doyle, who is in her 80s. When we first 
attended Our Lady of Victories, ann 
embraced our eldest as if she had 
known him all his life. then she 
grabbed my hand and said: ‘I love to 
see children in the church. Without 
them, we have no future.’

Every morning at seven, ann arrives 
to open the church and prepare for 
morning Mass. Despite her years, she 
still makes the priests’ vestments. 
she is a ‘good and faithful servant’, a 
cornerstone of the church and the 
community. at the end of the Mass, 
Bishop Doran invited ann to the 
altar. to the delight of the congrega-
tion, he presented her with the Ben-
emerenti Medal, an honour bestowed 
by the Pope on those who have served 
the Church with distinction. ann 
wept, the congregation clapped and 
Rosie cheered. 

 

O
 
 
utsIDE the Church, 
where else would you 
encounter people like ann, 
Rosie or Helen O’Connor? 
In no other place could 

you unite with such beautiful people 
whose memories tie us to distant 
times. In no other place could there 
be such seamless communion 
between the generations.

We have a deeply wounded Church 
in Ireland, and yet those like ann 
Doyle show why it must be sustained. 
For we all have a vested interest in 
seeing the generations unite with 
each other. We all benefit from the 
transmission of memory, from the 
survival of that great eternal society 
which redeems us from the ‘dust and 
powder of individuality’.

Old and young stood side by side as 
my son led the priests from the altar. 
another great memory had just been 
added to a glorious tapestry woven 
over half a century. and the beauty of 
it all is that more will be added each 
week as the community returns to 
give praise for all things sacred and 
sincere.

as I got up from my seat, Rosie 
grabbed me by the arm and said: 
‘What age do you think the bishop 
is?’ When I said that I thought he was 
in his late 50s or early 60s, she 
responded: ‘around your age then?’ 

‘But I am only 45,’ I protested in 
dismay. Rosie giggled hysterically, 
patted me on the back and roared: 
‘I’m only 21!’

Wild Atlantic Way tops 
world’s best road trips list
IT’S proved a hit with both visit-
ing tourists and staycationers and 
now the Wild Atlantic Way has 
topped a list of the planet’s best  
‘offbeat coastal road trips’.

Travel bible Lonely Planet 
praised the 2,500km route – 
which stretches from west Cork 
to northern Donegal – as the best 
place in the world to ‘lose your-
self in spectacular scenery, glow-
ing sunsets and glistening surf’.

And it said the west of Ireland 
coast is more than a match for 
routes like California’s Big Sur 
and Australia’s Great Ocean Road.

The Wild Atlantic Way was 
ranked the best of five spectacu-
lar roads less travelled, beating 
the Gaspesie Tour in Quebec in 
Canada, Norway’s fjords and 
islands, the Pan-American High-
way in southern Peru and 
Croatia’s Adriatic coast. Impressed 

travel writers assured drivers 
they would be surrounded by 
‘rugged hills, glorious beaches, 
ancient heritage sites and world-
renowned surf’, as they toured 
the western seaboard.

Among the major attractions 
name-checked were Co. Done-
gal’s Slieve League cliffs, the 
‘unique karst scenery’ of the Bur-
ren in Co. Clare and the ‘epic 
landscapes’ of the Ring Of Kerry.

Surfing enthusiasts were rec-
ommended to check out Mul-
laghmore Head in Co. Sligo and 
the Aileen’s waves, near Co. 
Clare’s Cliffs of Moher.

Westport, Galway, Doolin and 
Dingle were all singled out for 
their traditional pubs and live 
traditional music sessions, while 
tourists were urged to make time 

to visit rocky Co. Kerry outpost, 
Skellig Michael. 

Drivers were assured they 
would be impressed by the local 
cuisine and urged to sample 
smoked salmon, farmhouse 
cheeses and fresh oysters along 
the way.

In recent months another travel 
publication, Condé Nast Traveler 
ranked the sweeping views of the 
Atlantic at the Cliffs of Moher as 
the best ‘cliff view’ on the 
planet. 

The Co. Clare landmark – one of 
the highlights of the Wild Atlantic 
Way – topped Condé Nast’s chart 
of ‘The Nine Gorgeous Cliff Views 
That Rival The Grand Canyon’.

Earlier this month, the Cause-
way coastal route in Co. Antrim 
was voted the world’s second 
most beautiful coastline, also by 
Condé Nast’s Traveler.

By Nick Bramhill
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The Irish Daily Mail has teamed up 
with Skechers to offer readers 20% 
discount in store. 

Skechers offer shoes the whole 
family will love. They offer a wide 
range which includes looks for 
every age and activity. 

Skechers offer everything from 
memory foam, relaxed fit and cas-
ual shoes to boots as well as their 
popular kids range.

Also, whether you’re a walker, 
casual runner or an elite athlete, 
the award winning Performance 
Division has something for you. 

Skechers Performance division 
has a huge variety of fitness/per-
formance styles for you to choose 
from, with expert advice in store to 
help you choose the right footwear. 
Simply cut out the voucher below 
and take it along to your nearest 
Skechers store.

STORE CONTACT DETAILS: SKECHERS Henry Street, Dublin 1. SKECHERS Blanchardstown 
Shopping Centre, Dublin 15.  SKECHERS The Square Shopping Centre, Tallaght, Dublin 24.  
SKECHERS Liffey Valley, Clondalkin, Dublin 22.  SKECHERS Swords, Pavillion Shopping 
Centre, Swords, Co. Dublin. SKECHERS The Crescent Shopping Centre, Dooradoyle, Co. 
Limerick.  SKECHERS Mahon Point Shopping Centre, Co. Cork.  SKECHERS Wilton Shop-
ping Centre, Co. Cork.  SKECHERS Opera Lane, Opera Lane, Cork.  SKECHERS Whitewater 
Shopping Centre, Co Kildare. SKECHERS Belfast, 4 Donegall Place, Belfast, BT1 5BA. 
SKECHERS Rushmere Shopping Centre, Craigavon BT64 1AA

✃

20% off In 
Store with 
Skechers

You must present the voucher in store in 
order to receive your 20% discount. 
Voucher must be redeemed by close of busi-
ness 21/10/15. One item per voucher.  Not 
exchangeable for case.  Offer available in-
store at Skechers outlets when you use 
your voucher.  Original vouchers only, pho-
tocopies not acceptable. Voucher will be 
kept by Skechers.

Terms and conditions are subject to 
change at any time. Use of offer is accept-
ance of all terms and conditions. Not to be 
used in conjunction with any other promo-
tion or card.
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