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Courtesy and 
grace make a 
child blossom
L

ast week, while drop-
ping our youngest to 
pre-school, I saw 
something that made 
me smile. On a board 
outside the front door 

was a note saying: ‘this week 
we are focusing on grace and 
courtesy.’ How marvellous, I 
thought, that children so 
young are being schooled in 
such beautiful virtues. I then 
praised the teacher for this 
wonderful initiative.

she informed me, however, that 
grace and courtesy are essential com-
ponents of the Montessori system. to 
practise them not only enhances the 
child’s personal development, but 
also leads to ‘a more pleasant envi-
ronment wherever the child may go’.

It is terrific to imagine little four-
year-olds being taught grace and 
courtesy. that is because all children 
have a natural propensity for kind-
ness, courtesy and elegance. It is the 
harsh world that robs them of these 
virtues and fills them full of vice.

No child is born unruly, discourte-
ous or impolite. By failing to fill their 
little hearts with love, understanding 
and virtue, we condemn them to lives 
of conflict. 

Essentially, each child has the 
potential to bloom like a lily, to bloom 
with all the radiance of that won-
drous creation. 

Grace and courtesy are like sun and 
rain in the life of a flower. Without 
them, the flower wilts and dies. It 
cannot reveal its inherent majesty 
and grow in a way which is pleasing 
to all.

Likewise, when a child is starved of 
grace and courtesy it, too, cannot 
reach its full potential. It cannot 
flourish or reveal its inner beauty. It 
cannot fully shine for the world.

Grace is such a magnificent word, 
yet it is used so infrequently these 
days. to speak gracefully means to do 
so with elegance, gentleness and sen-
sitivity. to act gracefully means to 
move with poise, dignity and style.

Grace is the key to a life lived to the 
full. those who possess it are bea-
cons of beauty and paragons of kind-
ness. they are the people towards 
whom we are naturally drawn.

a graceful person is rarely rude, 
cruel or vulgar. that is why, in teach-
ing children grace, you hand them an 
invaluable gift. You show them how 
human life can be transformed into a 
work of art, can be moulded into 
something transcendent. 

One thing I have learned as a par-
ent is that you cannot morally edu-
cate children as you might instruct 
them in mathematics or English. 
When it comes to virtues and values, 
they learn best by example.

In my case, it helps that our chil-
dren love dressing up and imitating 
their favourite movie characters.

actually, all children love dressing 
up and acting. they love to gaze at 
the world and copy what intrigues 

them. they absorb what they see and 
make sense of it by acting it out. 

In fact, I can always tell if we, as 
parents, are on the right track by 
studying our boys’ costumes. the 
darker and more ghoulish they are, 
the less happy I am. However, if they 
appear in something bright and beau-
tiful, I tend to sigh with relief.

Everything important in life they 
discover at this age, and the most sig-
nificant things they learn through 
imitation. For what they imitate, 
is what they want to become. the 
people they impersonate are those 
who will shape their behaviour and 
outlook.

We have tried hard to expose our 
boys to those they can look up to, 
people who embody the virtues of 
grace and courtesy. People that are 
noble and true, good and kind, stand 
out from the crowd. they do so 
because those wonderful qualities are 
now in such decline. 

this, however, does not mean that 
we can flourish without them. We 
cannot, which is why it is now more 
important than ever to give our chil-
dren a taste of human beauty 
that will never cease to inspire or 
motivate them. simply by spending 
time with virtuous people, our little 
ones will have an ideal to which they 
can aspire. 

B
 
 
Est of all, we could try to 
live out those virtues our-
selves. We could try to ani-
mate our homes with grace 
and courtesy, to live as 

though our happiness relied on being 
kind and gracious at all times. We 
would then become true teachers to 
our children, objects of imitation and 
admiration.

at the end of their week focusing on 
grace and courtesy, our little boy and 
his friends lined up to hear who had 
won the ‘students of the month’ 
awards.  When his  name was 
announced, my son coyly smiled as 
they all clapped. then, something 
quite remarkable happened.

as the second name was read out, 
my son walked over to that little girl, 
they embraced and he gave her a kiss. 
two beautiful little children simply 
put aside all rivalry and competition 
for the far greater ideal of love and 
kindness. 

Here were a couple of angels teach-
ing us not only how to live, but to live 
beautifully.

Now, imagine what would happen if 
in each classroom, home and office, 
we spent just one week each year 
focusing on grace and courtesy. Imag-
ine the difference that could make to 
all our lives, relationships and values. 
Imagine how it could transform the 
way we see each other and the 
world.

all it takes is a kind word, a gentle 
smile or a warm embrace. 

all it takes is to be like those two 
little children who saw in each other 
the very thing they wished to 
become.
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Calling all monsters, zombies, vampires, werewolves, mummies and ghosts ... young and
old! The Drac pack is back for an all-new monster comedy adventure in Sony Pictures
Animation’s Hotel Transylvania 2 in cinemas October 16th (previews 3rd, 4th, 10th & 11th
October).

The Hotel Transylvania 2 Express is
a private train filled with frightastic
family fun including games, goodies
and entertainment guaranteed
to make your Halloween one to
remember … And we have some very
special family passes to give away for
it’s VIP journey this Halloween.

Departing at 11am on October 29th
from Dublin’s Heuston Station; the
train will travel to the medieval city of
Kilkenny where your little monsters
can alight and meet their favourite
Hotel Transylvania 2 characters for
more fun and games before returning
to Dublin later that evening.
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Cabinet rejects plan for 
1916 Rising bank holiday
A proposeD annual holiday to 
commemorate the easter rising 
has been rejected by the Cabinet 
because the Government believes 
we have enough holidays 
already.

The Dáil is to debate a proposal 
from sinn Féin this Friday that 
would amend the organisation of 
Working Time Act 1997 to allow 
for the creation of a public holi-
day, Lá na phoblachta, on April 24 
every year.

April 24 was the date of the 1916 
rising.

However, the Cabinet decided 
yesterday that the Government 
will be opposing the bill from 
sinn Féin’s Aengus Ó snodaigh.

This means that when the public 
Holidays (Lá na phoblachta) Bill 
2013 is voted on on Friday, it will 
be easily defeated.

The easter rising commemora-
tions will be centred around the 
easter weekend next year, with 
easter sunday next year falling 
on March 27.

April 24 is also Taoiseach enda 
Kenny’s birthday.

The Government’s spokesman 
told journalists at the post-Cabi-
net briefing yesterday: ‘We have 
enough holidays already.’

He said that there was already a 
conclusive programme of events 
planned for the centenary next 
year, and that the existing easter 
Monday holiday was sufficient.

Minister for Arts, Heritage and 
the Gaeltacht, Heather Hum-
phreys, is the minister who will 
be opposing the sinn Féin 

 proposal. The Bill also proposes 
the establishment of a new board, 
Bord Lá na phoblachta, to over-
see, promote, and fund a new 
programme of events to 
 commemorate the easter rising 
every year.

Workers in Ireland currently 
enjoy nine public holidays during 
the year.

The public holiday entitlements 
for Irish workers of nine days 
compares favourably to the holi-
days of workers in countries such 
as the Us, with just six major holi-
day; UK workers have eight days.

However, we don’t do as well as 
workers in many other countries 
who have far more generous 
allocations, such as India, with 21 
days, Cambodia with 20, and 
egypt and Hong Kong where 
workers get 16 days off.

By Ferghal Blaney 
Political Correspondent


