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A loveless hell? 
It’s closer than 
you might think

I
magine a world where 
people lived only for 
themselves. They would 
pass each other on the 
street without caring to 
stop for a chat. in the 

face of distress, they would 
simply look the other way.

imagine a world where people no 
longer listened to the great message 
of love. it would be a world without 
sacrifice, feeling and that form of 
friendship which relieves all bur-
dens.

People would be left to endure their 
agonies without a healing hand.

imagine a world in which the first 
are always first and the last are always 
last. Those at the bottom would 
remain there, while those at the top 
would simply rise higher. 

it would be a world where only the 
fittest survive and where the rest are 
forgotten.  

imagine a world where the young 
and the old are forced to the margins, 
are driven out of sight and thus out of 
mind. We would all grow old with 
deep uncertainty as to our future. 
and where people do have children, 
they would be considered more a bur-
den than a blessing.

imagine a world without rites of 
passage, sacramental moments which 
shine a heavenly light on our mortal 
affairs. We would pass through life 
unacknowledged and unsure of where 
we stand in relation to others. To 
have never been blessed is to have 
never truly lived.

imagine a world where the founding 
books of our civilisation are no longer 
read. in the absence of those ancient 
texts, what would we know of life, 
love, the spirit or the soul? What 
would we ever know of the ‘human 
form divine’?

imagine a world which turns a blind 
eye to its cultural riches, those which 
have sought to immortalise our long-
ings on canvas, in song and in stone. 
People in such a world would have no 
sense of whence they came, of what 
they stand for and have achieved. it 
would be a world without self-knowl-
edge or identity.

imagine a world where communi-
ties no longer gather to offer thanks-
giving for all they have received. in 
such a world, people would neither 
know nor care what happens to their 
neighbours. Their sense of fellow feel-
ing would never extend beyond the 
hall door.

imagine a world where people 
looked no further than the grave. 
They would live their lives without 
ever considering the needs of absent 
generations. existence would be 
reduced to its biological essentials, 
the door to anything transcendent 
having been firmly bolted. 

imagine a world where the dead 
had no home among the living. Their 
descendants would ignore their sacri-
fices, would never honour the price 
they paid for our freedom and the 

battles they fought so that we could 
live in peace. it would be a world 
where the voice of the living drowned 
out that of the dead.

imagine a world without sanctuar-
ies of silence, without places of prayer. 
imagine what life would be like if we 
dwelled perpetually on the surface, 
never taking time to withdraw from 
the world. To look within is to find a 
source of solace that is unavailable 
elsewhere.

There are many forms of prayer, 
many ways to reach beyond the sur-
face to an infinite depth. To do so is 
to take stock of our lives, to put all 
things in perspective. it is a journey 
that takes us into the great mystery 
of our being, that infuses life with 
meaning and gives us strength to per-
severe.

in a world that has forgotten how to 
seek this silence the wonder of our 
humanity is something that goes 
quite unnoticed. We look everywhere 
for comfort except the one place 
where it is guaranteed. To dwell solely 
on the surface is to live without really 
living.

i have asked you to imagine a world 
without religion, a world devoid of 
divine peace and providence. it would 
be a world without mercy, gentleness 
and sweet acts of sympathy. it would 
be one where the young and the old, 
the sick and the dead, would be fast 
forgotten.  

i know it would also be a world with 
far less fanaticism. However, as we 
have seen so often in recent history, 
you do not have to be religious to be 
an extremist. 

A
 
 
nd while we hear a lot 
about the harm caused by 
religious fanaticism, the 
vast majority of religious 
people are simply ordinary 

people attempting to live their lives 
in a spirit of virtue, kindness and 
compassion.

The world in which we live is the 
world that religion made. despite all 
its faults, it is a world shaped by the 
scriptures, by the summons to sacri-
fice and by that timeless appeal on 
behalf of absent generations. it is a 
world in whose art and culture we see 
what it means to be more than 
human.  

it is a world where we still forgive 
those who trespass against us, and 
where, even in the midst of darkness, 
so many are still guided by the light 
of love. Take all that away and you 
are not left with an earthly utopia, 
but something like the loveless hell 
that was eastern europe under com-
munism.  

Very soon, we may not have to imag-
ine the world as i have just described 
it. Very soon, it may be our world. Let 
us never long for that day, for when it 
comes we shall finally see why living 
solely for ourselves means dying all 
alone.   
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Call for review of GSOC 
probe into suicide garda
THE family of a garda who ended 
his own life have called for an 
independent investigation into 
how the Garda watchdog dealt 
with an inquiry into the officer’s 
conduct weeks before his death. 

Sergeant Michael Galvin took 
his own life at Ballyshannon garda 
station in Donegal last Thursday 
using a Garda-issued firearm. 

He had been under investiga-
tion by the Garda Síochána 
Ombudsman Commission in con-
nection with his handling of a 
fatal road traffic incident in Bal-
lyshannon on New Year’s Day.

The case involving Sgt Galvin –
who in the past managed Sligo’s 
football and hurling teams – had 
been referred to GSOC. Since his 

death, GSOC has confirmed that 
Sgt Galvin had been cleared of 
any wrongdoing over his han-
dling of the road fatality.

Members of his family now want 
the Government to appoint a 

High Court judge to independ-
ently assess how GSOC dealt with 
the case. He had not been for-
mally informed that he had been 
cleared of any wrongdoing.

GSOC say officers under investi-
gation are not told they have 
been cleared of any wrongdoing 
until the DPP rules. 

It is understood that the recom-
mendation to the DPP was that he 
had not been found to have done 
anything wrong in his duty.

In a statement, GSOC said the 
investigation into Sgt Galvin was 
‘proportionate and reasonable’.

In light of his death, GSOC has 
launched a review of the investi-
gation. However, the Association 
of Garda Sergeants and Inspec-
tors said: ‘The AGSI and the Galvin 
family want a High Court judge to 
lead an independent inquiry.’ 
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