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A smile, love, a 
sunrise... all the 
miracles you 
will ever need 
A

s we journey towards 
Easter, it is time to 
think about mira-
cles. For that is what 
we celebrate at this 
time of year: the 

miracle of an empty tomb. We 
commemorate the day when 
a crucified man rose from the 
dead.

After 2,000 years, it is easy to 
become complacent about that 
claim. Yet it still stands before us as 
a miraculous invitation to have faith. 
What could be more inspiring than 
the belief that we, too, can defeat 
death?

I once met a military man who con-
verted to Catholicism because he was 
so inspired by the Gospel accounts of 
the Resurrection. As he read, he 
found himself drawn to the priest-
hood. Today, he is a much-loved 
priest working in the Us. 

For me, that man’s story was a 
 miracle. Inspired by the courage of 
those who witnessed the empty tomb, 
he gave up his life to follow in their 
footsteps. He became a ‘new man’ 
and gave himself to the world.

Those who experience truly miracu-
lous events find faith with ease. How-
ever, even Christ despaired of those 
who need such events in order to 
believe. To one man begging for a 
miracle, he said: ‘Unless you people 
see signs and wonders, you simply 
will not believe.’ 

If we need great signs and wonders, 
it is because we are very often blind 
to the little miracles. By ‘little’, I do 
not mean of lesser importance but 
simply those that do not elude 
 explanation. If we look hard enough, 
we can witness such miracles in all 
things.

Is a smile not miraculous? On a 
physical level, it is but a contortion of 
the face. For us, however, a smile is a 
symbol of recognition, a sign that we 
are loved.

To witness a child smile, to see the 
purity of his soul expressed in a 
laugh, is to catch a glimpse of heaven 
on earth. I have seen people so 
beaten by life, so torn from within, 
that they seem beyond healing. A 
child smiles and they are miracu-
lously renewed.

Is the sunrise not miraculous? We 
know the sun remains stationary and 
that what we call the ‘sunrise’ is but 
a metaphor. For us, however, the 
 sunrise is something so astonishing, 
so profound and beautiful, it is a 
source of endless wonder.

It signals hope in the midst of dark-
ness, new life in the midst of decay. 
The sunrise is the summit of so many 
human expectations, of our will to 
endure beyond the fleeting moment. 
To sit and watch the sun ascend is 
not only to ponder the vastness of 
our universe but to know that all 
things can be made new. No matter 

how dark the road or endless the 
night, there is always a new day. No 
matter what our plight, a fresh dawn 
is never too far away. No matter where 
life leads us or where our journey 
takes us, the sunrise will inevitably 
follow.

The sun shines and we are miracu-
lously revived. The sun shines and 
the flower beams, the leaves bloom 
and the grass grows. The sun shines 
and our weary world surges with life 
to become a thing of beauty.

Is love not miraculous? After all, 
Christ did not instruct us to heal, 
cure and raise others from the dead. 
He commanded us simply to love. 

Love leads to the miracle of new life. 
It binds people together until they 
finally rest side by side in the soil. In 
the unconditional love of a parent for 
a child, we see something so miracu-
lous that it can soften the hardest 
heart.

Isn’t it true that we have all experi-
enced the healing power of love? In 
the tender touch of a mother, the 
warm embrace of a spouse or in the 
joyful hug of a little one, we have all 
been transformed. In those precious 
seconds, the light of life has rarely 
shone so brightly.

And isn’t it also true that we have 
seen many people cured through 
love? We all know of someone crushed 
by fate who was redeemed by the 
power of deep and lasting affection. 
Without meaning or purpose, their 
lives were hopeless until they were 
rescued by someone who dared to 
love.

Like the Prodigal son, such people 
were dead but, by encountering love, 
they were miraculously brought back 
to life. In a way, they too left behind 
an empty tomb of sorrow and decay. 
They too rose from the ashes of their 
former existence to stand again in the 
sun.

 

L
 
 
OvE heals, cures and trans-
forms in ways unimaginable 
to ordinary perception. That 
is why it became the central 
commandment of Christian-

ity, for it is the source of all miracles, 
both great and small. We yearn for 
signs and wonders, yet within each 
one of us is the power to perform 
them.

You smile as the sun rises. You 
stand, breathe deeply and gently 
wake those you love. The children 
slowly open their eyes, so bright and 
beautiful.

They stare at you and smile back. 
You hug and kiss them and, in the 
silence of that sacred moment, you 
lose all sense of time. In love, you 
have seen the harmony of heaven and 
it is truly wonderful.

You have witnessed a miracle simply 
by opening your heart. And in a smile, 
you have seen the only sign you will 
ever need.

I won’t tell parish how to 
vote on marriage: priest
A prIest has said members of the 
Church should not be directing 
parishioners to vote either yes or 
no in the referendum on same–
sex marriage.

Father paddy Byrne, a parish 
priest in portlaoise, told the Irish 
Daily Mail yesterday: ‘the refer-
endum ultimately is a matter of 
conscience, no matter how 
 people decide how to vote.

‘However, I would feel as a 
member of the Catholic Church 
and a member of the Christian 
Church that the emphasis on 
every Christian is very much 
around freedom of conscience.

‘But personally I would feel I 
would have a lot of reservations 
about children’s rights in this 
referendum.

‘I think it’s very confusing and 
ambiguous for some priests and, 

indeed, the silence of the Irish 
bishops around the process as 
well. I personally think that when 
the actual result goes through, it 
will be a very large amount of 
people will actually vote against 
the referendum.

‘But in no way am I using the 
pulpit to take a political stand for 
anything in relation to it.’

Asked if he was in favour of gay 
marriage, Fr Byrne said: ‘In terms 
of civil partnership and the part-
nership Act that’s there, I think 
it’s very important and I think 
giving gay people the rights to 
validate their own circumstances, 
and gay people in every parish in 
the country, that’s humanity.

‘I feel very genuine and 
reflected a lot about it. I just have 

a question with the word 
marriage.’

Meanwhile, the Association of 
Catholic priests, a group that is 
sometimes at odds with the 
 Vatican, appealed yesterday for 
‘a respectful and civilised 
debate’.

In a statement, it said: ‘After a 
consultation with our members, 
the results of which indicated 
clearly a wide range of views, the 
Association of Catholic priests has 
decided not to adopt a position in 
favour or against the Marriage 
equality referendum.’

the group also said priests 
needed to remember that the 
use of ‘intemperate language 
can cause deep hurt among gay 
people and their families, as well 
as doing further damage to an 
already ailing church’.
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