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No tweets can 
match noble art  
of printed word
N

ext Monday, I will 
attend the DCU 
Hybrid Student 
Media Awards at 
the Helix theatre in 
Dublin. My role is  

to judge the Journalist of 
the Year category. It was an 
 invitation I simply could not 
decline.

the face of journalism has been 
transformed beyond recognition in 
our multimedia age. Print journalism 
is now but one of many media that 
supply us with our news, entertain-
ment and information. It has, how-
ever, been with us for centuries and, 
despite the phenomenon of rolling 
news, it is still the most reliable.

Reading the news requires time, 
effort and concentration. Writing it 
demands a competent command of 
the language, an authoritative voice 
and an ability to analyse the big 
 stories of the day. It requires a pas-
sion for truth, objectivity and insight.

It is one thing to stand before a 
camera and speak for two minutes. It 
is quite another to sit before a blank 
page and capture a seminal event in 
writing. What you say to the camera 
is but a fleeting snapshot, but what 
you commit to paper may endure for 
a lifetime. 

It is no coincidence that the word 
‘author’ is related to ‘authority’. A 
person with authority is one with skill 
and expertise. traditionally, those 
who wrote were people respected for 
their authoritative knowledge and 
understanding. In a twitter age, how-
ever, the journalist and author must 
compete with everyone who yearns to 
publicly voice an opinion. that is not 
bad in itself, but it does have implica-
tions for truth and good writing. 

When opinions abound without any 
adjudicating authority, the first casu-
alty is invariably objectivity.

As a writer, I am, of course, highly 
protective of the written word. that 
is not simply because it is how I earn 
my living. More importantly, it is 
because writing is not just a way of 
imparting information, but a medium 
which preserves and transmits the 
insights of a person. 

What you are reading now are the 
thoughts of someone who has poured 
himself onto the page. In so doing, I 
am seeking to engage you, the reader, 
in a conversation. Captured in these 
words are the beliefs of a person who 
sees the world in a particular way.

Naturally, you are free to agree or 
disagree. the important thing is that 
I convince you that the way I see 
things is worthy of your attention. In 
order to do that I must set out my 
stall as cogently and as convincingly 
as I can.

Writing is not easy. It demands 
effort, practice and patience. the 
rewards are, however, exceptionally 
satisfying. through writing, you can 
touch someone’s heart and alter their 
perception. You can set the terms of 
a debate and shine a light where 
darkness previously prevailed. the 

reason being that only the written 
word has the power to truly change 
someone by enlarging their horizon. 

the great irony is that at a time 
when everybody is texting, tweeting 
and blogging, the written word is 
dying. the capacity to sit down and 
articulate an argument on paper, to 
objectively report on current events 
and to stir the soul with carefully 
crafted sentences, is now something 
so precious and rare. What was once 
our only medium is fast becoming a 
victim of the digital onslaught.

that is why I could not turn down 
the invitation to judge the Hybrid 
Awards. I see it as a moral obligation 
to encourage all those willing to 
invest the time and energy it takes to 
write with authority. Such people are 
not only the future of journalism, but 
the guardians of the written word. 

As I read the young journalists 
 competing for the award, I sensed in 
their work deep conviction and cour-
age. In writing, you cannot take cover 
behind a screen, an image or an 
emoticon. You open yourself up to 
the world with honesty and sincerity.

All the entrants thoroughly probed 
their topics, and were not afraid to 
express themselves with passion and 
emotion. It was obvious each of them 
understood the importance of 
 journalism and serious writing. It was 
clear they knew what we stand to lose 
should those arts decline further.

A
 
 
ND what exactly is it that 
we shall lose? to write is 
to communicate, not only 
facts and knowledge, but 
also those deep emotions 

which only a written word can truly 
convey. think of how a letter can 
express much more than a vocal apol-
ogy. the lifeblood of the written word 
is meaning and sometimes even love. 
It reaches beyond the author and 
sinks deep into the perception of the 
reader. And in that moment there is, 
quite literally, a meeting of minds. 

to write is a work of love because so 
much is invested in it. the author 
stakes everything to reach the reader, 
to convince, persuade and move that 
unknown person. In so doing, he 
leaves himself vulnerable to criticism 
and condemnation. However, he also 
hopes that out there, somewhere, is 
someone whose way of perceiving the 
world will never be the same again. 
And even if there is only one such 
 person, that is what makes writing so 
worthwhile. It is why journalism is 
ultimately a vocation of the heart and 
a passion inspired by principle.

As it stands, the competition is still 
too close to call. today, however, I 
must decide who will receive the 
Hybrid Student Media Award for 
Journalism. I am not someone who 
believes that ‘all should get prizes’, 
but there is a part of me that would 
enjoy giving an award to each of the 
entrants. Without them, after all, 
future generations might never know 
what it is to share the experience you 
and I have just enjoyed.

Bitten garda had to stop 
having sex with his wife

A GArDA has told the High Court he 
had to refrain from having sex 
with his wife for six months after 
he was bitten by a drug user. 

Garda Mark Kilbride said the 
man, who had a history of drug 
abuse ‘with needles’, attacked him 
when he was being escorted to a 
mental health unit in Sligo.

The attacker was to be admitted 
as a voluntary patient.

Garda Kilbride told a Garda Com-
pensation hearing that he felt 
severe pain when the man sank his 
teeth into his right upper arm, and 
he refused to release his clenched 
jaws until other gardaí intervened.  
‘It felt like he was trying to bite a 
chunk out of my arm,’ the garda 
told Judge Bernard Barton.  

He went to A&E at Sligo General 
Hospital where blood samples 
were taken. However, he said the 

man who bit him could not be asked 
for his blood to be tested because 
he was being kept in voluntary 
 psychiatric care.

He had been very worried for six 
months until blood tests revealed 
he had not contracted Aids. 

The father of two was worried he 
might pass on any disease to his 
wife and had refrained from sex 
with her until he got the all-clear.  

The court heard the attack and his 
treatment affected his marriage 
and family life at the time. While he 
remained physically fit he had to 
abandon his sporting activities for 
some time, developed symptoms of 
post-traumatic stress and attended 
a psychiatrist.

Judge Barton awarded Garda 
 Kilbride €18,000 in damages.

By Saurya Cherfi

Fear: Garda Mark Kilbride 
had a six-month sex ban


