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The death of 
this girl gave 
meaning to 
life for many
T

he sound of her sob-
bing drew me to the 
room. There I found 
my wife, crushed by 
the terrible news that 
one of her former 

students had died. Orla Quill 
was only 18 and was out of 
school less than a year.

As it happens, Orla was also one of 
our neighbours. She lived with her 
parents and two sisters in our tight-
knit community. And now she is gone, 
a beautiful life taken long before its 
time. 

All death is difficult, but that of a 
child is tragic beyond comprehension. 
Orla had no debilitating disease and 
was an active member of her local 
GAA club. When the end came, there-
fore, it was without any warning. 

At the moment of her death, a light 
went out in countless lives. This was 
reflected in the presence of so many 
young people at her funeral on Mon-
day. It was reflected in the tears that 
flowed from every eye.

In a wonderful eulogy, Orla’s dear 
mother eileen consoled the congre-
gation. She told them to live their 
lives as her daughter had. In her hour 
of greatest grief, she eased their 
agony with humour and inspiration.

And now, the Quill family must face 
the future without their beloved Orla. 
For those of us who live alongside 
them, there is nothing to do but be 
there when needed. Some journeys 
must be taken alone.

I did not know Orla particularly 
well. She often dropped things into 
the house for Mrs Dooley, and she 
and her family would always make a 
big fuss of our boys at halloween. her 
passing has, however, affected me 
profoundly. 

Naturally, I empathise with my wife 
who knew her in different capacities 
for so long. I cannot help, however, 
putting myself in the position of 
Orla’s parents. As a father of three 
young children, I cannot begin to 
understand how parents cope with 
the death of a child.

That is what made eileen’s eulogy 
so powerful: here was a bereaved 
mother courageously consoling 
mourners at her daughter’s funeral. 
Orla was not gone, she said, and it 
was simply that the nature of their 
relationship had changed.

Would I have such courage in simi-
lar circumstances? I very much doubt 
it, yet I know that people find strength 
from somewhere. even still, the 
thought of being in that situation is 
too unbearable to contemplate.

Parenthood is so full of challenges, 
so demanding and yet so rewarding. 
It is a vocation of the heart, a calling 
that requires nothing less than every-
thing. It is a blessing that delivers 

more joy than I deserve. Yet, as we 
live from day to day, we parents often 
lose sight of those blessings. As the 
daily demands take their toll, we often 
forget that these beautiful little beings 
are the be-all and end-all. We can so 
easily become complacent and take 
them for granted.

When news of Orla’s death reached 
me, I immediately thought of my own 
children. As a father, how could I pos-
sibly endure that pain? how could I 
possibly live without any one of my 
darling companions?

It was that terrible thought which 
haunted me for the weekend, and 
which made Orla’s departure all the 
more poignant. In my wife’s tears, I 
saw the longing of a teacher for her 
student, of a neighbour for her friend. 
I also saw one mother weeping for 
another. Life gives and life takes away. 
We enter this world on the under-
standing that we shall not stay for 
ever, that our temporal passage will, 
like all things, come to an end.

however, we cannot live our lives in 
the constant anticipation of death. If 
life is not to be drained of its beauty 
and spontaneity, we must live it to the 
full. We must seize each day and make 
of it a work of art. We must walk in the 
light until it finally grows dim.

S
 
 
TILL, we neither know the 
day nor the hour when our 
light will begin to fade. And 
that, it seems to me, is the 
great lesson of Orla Quill’s 

life and of her untimely death. That 
young girl has shown her peers how 
to live, how they should embrace all 
opportunities. 

In a world so fearful of death, she 
has given it meaning for many people. 
She has reminded us parents that 
nothing can compensate for the loss 
of a child, and that we must never let 
a day pass without telling them how 
much we love them. We must never 
allow life to become so toilsome that 
it damages our relationship with 
‘these little ones’.

‘has Orla gone to heaven?’ asked 
our eldest. I smiled, held him tight 
and said: ‘Of course, she has.’ Know-
ing that she was safe gave him the 
comfort he was seeking.

he left the room. I sat in silence lost 
for words. In a few weeks, he will be 
ten years of age, a decade before 
which I can barely remember any-
thing.

I followed and kissed him and his 
brothers. And then I listened to their 
laughter and gave thanks for it. For it 
is the sound of life, the sound of some-
thing so real and perfect and beauti-
ful. I didn’t know Orla well, but it is 
thanks to her that I shall never take 
that precious sound for granted 
again.

Ceann Comhairle avoids  
a no-confidence motion

On thin ice: 
 Two gulls in St 
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Forecasters pour 
cold water on thaw

TeMPeRATUReS are set 
to plummet to -5C today as 
Met Éireann places a status 
yellow weather warning for 
some parts of the country.

The forecaster issued the 
warning yesterday for parts of 
Leinster and Ulster, and will 
remain in place until 10am. 

Most areas are expected to be 
dry, but cold and frosty, with mini-
mum temperatures of 0 to -4C. 
The north and east coasts are set 
to get some sleet and snow.

Along the north and northwest 
coasts it will be milder, with cloudy 
conditions which will bring patchy 
rain and drizzle. 

Tomorrow temperatures look set 
to rise as the mercury reaches as 
high as 9C. however, that’s not the 
end of the cold snap because Met 
Éireann is predicting frost for 
 Saturday and Sunday night.

Mountain Rescue called on hik-
ers to be ‘as self-sufficient and as 
informed as possible’. It has had 
five call-outs already so far this 
year, the latest being a woman who 
suffered a badly twisted ankle 
when she went walking near Crone 
Wood in Co. Wicklow last Sunday.

Meanwhile, snow was reported 
on over half of the days in January 

across various weather stations, 
according to the forecaster’s 
monthly weather report.

Dublin Airport experienced its 
second sunniest January since 

records began 74 years ago, with 
92.4 hours of sunshine.

Fog was reported on 13 days – 
mainly in the east, midlands, south 
and southeast. Met Éireann has 
also confirmed that most rainfall 
totals were near or above their 

long-term average. Knock Airport 
experienced its wettest January 
since the station opened in 1996 
with a total of 224.8mm.

Rainfall accumulations over the 
month ranged from 47.7mm at 
Dublin Airport to 270.8mm at 
Newport, Co. Mayo.

Average temperatures ranged 
from 3.7C at Knock Airport to 7.6C 
at Sherkin Island, while most 
 stations reported their highest 
temperature for January in six to 
17 years.

Dublin’s Phoenix Park recorded 
26 days of ground frost and most 
stations reported their windiest 
January in six to 22 years.
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Today
Most 
areas dry 
but cold. 
The north 

and northwest 
coasts will also see 
a little patchy rain. 
High 4C  Low 0C

Tomorrow 
Most areas 
will be dry, 
with 
bright or 

sunny spells. Light 
rain or drizzle in 
some areas later.
High 9C  Low 5C

Friday: 
Mainly 
dry, with 
sunny 
spells and 

light variable 
winds but  
very cold. 
High 6C  Low 3C

a week oF ups and downs...
By Sandra Mallon

‘Be as informed 
as possible’

SEÁN Barrett withdrew his claims 
that opposition parties were ‘out 
to get him’ yesterday as he staved 
off a motion of no confidence in 
his chairmanship of the Dáil.

The Ceann Comhairle retracted 
the claims made in relation to 
Fianna Fáil and Sinn Féin in an 
i n t e r v i e w  w i t h  M i r i a m 
O’Callaghan on RTÉ Radio 1. 

He told the Dáil: ‘I refer to the 
radio interview on Friday last, in 
the final part of which I was asked 
if I felt the Opposition was “out to 
undermine” me. In the heat of 
the moment I replied, “Of course 
they are.” 

‘However, on reflection, I accept 
that this is not the case and I am 

happy to withdraw the comments 
I made on the programme.’ 

Fianna Fáil and Sinn Féin held 
separate meetings yesterday to 
discuss whether a motion of no 
confidence should be tabled. 

The row erupted after Mr Barrett 
ruled that the establishment of 
an inquiry to examine Garda mal-
practice could not be debated.

The parties questioned the deci-
sion and Mr Barrett took to the 
airwaves to outline his decision.

Cabinet yesterday signed off on 
the Commission of Investigation 
which will be chaired by retired 
former High Court judge Kevin 
O’Higgins. It also emerged yes-
terday that Mr Shatter has taken 
a High Court action seeking to 
have certain elements of the 
Guerin report quashed.

His solicitors, Gallagher Shatter, 
wrote four letters to the Taoi-
seach’s office last year claiming it 
would be ‘bizarre and unconsti-
tutional’ if he was included in the 
terms of reference.

Reflection: Seán Barrett

By Niamh Lyons 
Political Correspondent


