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Brave French 
won’t give in 
to extremists
I 

have been asked by my 
friends in France to say 
something about their 
recent appalling trauma. 
I am honoured to do so 
for two reasons. First, 

France has always been a 
spiritual home to me. Second, 
as someone with direct expe-
rience of radical Islam, I am 
overwhelmed at how the 
French have responded to 
last week’s attack.

as it happens, I visited France just 
before Christmas. I spent four days 
lecturing in Normandy, that great city 
from which europe was delivered 
from Nazism in 1944. 

My final lecture was in honour of 
philosopher Jacques Derrida on the 
tenth anniversary of his death.

Like all great French thinkers, Der-
rida loved his country. For him, as for 
many other French philosophers I 
have known, France embodies all 
that is best in the european idea of 
enlightenment. It is a nation proud 
of its noble history, and yet one that 
is enormously tolerant of others. 

Noble, proud and true to its tradi-
tions, France is also a melting pot of 
migrants. It is a truly diverse culture 
where people of all colours and creeds 
have found a home. 

however, its greatest legacy is that 
of liberty, of freedom to think and say 
what you will. 

Nowhere on earth is better known 
for its philosophers than France. 
That is because it is a country ani-
mated by critique and conviction. If 
philosophers are household names, it 
is because the French are not afraid 
of reason and freedom of expression. 

What we witnessed last week in the 
murderous assault on Charlie hebdo, 
was an attempt to silence reason. It 
was an attempt by violent theocrats 
to bury the tradition of free thinking 
to which I have devoted so much of 
my life.

That tyranny did not succeed shows 
that France’s noble past, her customs 
and conventions, are safe and 
strong.

I have often been asked why, ten 
years ago, I decided to write about 
radical Islam in Ireland. Back then, I 
was the only Irish journalist covering 
that thorny issue. It was a period of 
enormous stress, not least because it 
resulted in two significant threats 
and surveillance on my home.

The reason I did so was simple: as a 
philosopher, I felt duty-bound to 
defend liberty, democracy and our 
cultural convictions from those who 
would seek to destroy them. I did not 
want my children growing up afraid 
to speak their mind, afraid to express 
pride in their identity. 

having studied radical Islam, I 
knew that such people were not inter-
ested in peaceful co-existence.

and so, when I was approached by 
a group of moderate Muslims to 
defend them against the radicals, I 
did not hesitate. The day after my 

first article appeared, I was accused 
by a senior Islamic figure of ‘working 
for the Jews’.

Looking back, I regard that time of 
my life with both pride and regret: 
pride that I fought the good fight for 
those without a voice, and that I did 
what I could to defend our way of life 
from those who disdain it.

however, I regret that my revela-
tions did not result in a robust debate 
about the threat we face.

What we saw on the streets of Paris 
and elsewhere in France over the 
weekend, was a noble people coming 
together in defence of their history, 
culture and philosophical legacy.

Radical Islam struck at writers, 
journalists and thinkers. It sought to 
silence those who, through the writ-
ten word, give freedom its voice.

This was a clash between a great 
civilisation and a force that would 
violently subjugate those who would 
dare think differently. This was a con-
frontation between a nation steeped 
in nobility and a scourge that kills the 
innocent for ideals that few share.

Liberty came under fire from 
 tyranny, but, as we saw on the streets 
of Paris last Sunday, tyranny did not  
triumph. 

What did triumph was a culture in 
which citizens value their heritage 
and wish to preserve it at all costs. 
This is a culture that knows and 
 values its place in the world, one that 
honours its saints, scholars and even 
its great socialists such as former 
president François Mitterrand.

It is a culture where philosophers 
and thinkers of every intellectual per-
spective can openly debate their 
ideas without fear of persecution.

Indeed, last week’s attacks have 
only served to strengthen the ideals 
and values that the terrorists sought 
to vanquish. 

F
 
 
RoM the ashes of Charlie 
hebdo has risen a spirit of 
unity and patriotism not 
seen in France for decades. 
and if the French people are 

now publicly embracing their philoso-
phers, it is because they understand 
why critical reflection is the best 
defence against despotism. 

Last Saturday, Professor alexandra 
Slaby wrote me from Normandy: ‘The 
huge gatherings that are taking place 
all over France today are bringing 
together people from all persuasions 
in the expression of one single 
instinct: to conserve.’ 

It was that same instinct which 
drove me to expose the extremists a 
decade ago.

For I believe that everything we 
have in the way of freedom and 
 identity is worth fighting to conserve. 
Nothing, not least our political and 
cultural inheritance, can ever be 
taken for granted.

That the French have always 
believed this is proven by the fact 
that, even when their own country 
succumbed to tyranny, the pen always 
emerged mightier than the sword.

Girl savaged by 
rottweiler is 
awarded €150k
a youNg girl savaged by a 
Rottweiler that ‘threw her 
around like a rag doll’ has 
received a damages settle-
ment of €150,000 from the 
dog’s owner.

Lauren Kelly was nine at the 
time of the 2011 attack, which 
left her with 26 puncture 
wounds to her neck and arm.

as well as having to receive a 
skin graft, the schoolgirl was left 
traumatised as a result of her 
ordeal, the court heard.

her high Court heard that the 
injuries sustained could have 
been far worse had Lauren not 
been saved by her mother, 
 Marcella, who threw herself on 
top of her child to shield her.

Willie Penrose BL, for Lauren, 
said the girl had been ‘hunting 
the wren as children do down the 
country on St Stephen’s Day’ 
when the dog jumped a wall out 
of its home close to hers in abbey-
lara, Co. Longford.

Mr Penrose said it was a ‘horrific 
attack by a vicious dog’.

he added: ‘She was thrown 
around like a rag doll and had to 
spend a month in hospital.’

The court heard that friends 
managed to pull the dog away 
after Mrs Kelly jumped to her 
daughter’s aid. 

Marcella and Lauren were 
rushed to Mullingar Regional 
hospital, where Marcella received 
12 stitches.

Lauren was transferred to our 
Lady’s Children’s hospital in 

Crumlin the following morning, 
due to the extent of her injuries.

The court was told she had at 
least 26 puncture wounds, and 
had been bitten from the base of 
her neck down to her forearm. 
She had to undergo a skin graft.

Mr Penrose said Lauren had 
nightmares and had begun sleep-
walking after the incident. 

he said that the sleepwalking 
had now stopped but Lauren con-
tinued to have a fear of large dogs, 
and added she had suffered signifi-
cant scarring to her arm and had 
to wear a sleeve while swimming. 

It was claimed the injuries suf-
fered by Lauren were as a result 
of the negligence and breach of 

duty of the dog’s owner, William 
Crawford. Judge Kevin Cross 
approved the settlement offer 
made on behalf of Mr Crawford.

It was said Mr Crawford had 
allowed the dog to escape and 
stray onto the public road, and 
that he failed to supervise or con-
trol the dog or take steps to pre-
vent its escape.

It was claimed Mr Crawford had 
breached the Control of Dogs act 
and regulations, and he had failed 
to ensure the Rottweiler was 
muzzled in public. During the 
brief settlement hearing, there 
were no details of any defence 
offered by the dog’s owner.

It has been reported that the 
dog was subsequently put down.

approving the sum of damages 

offered to settle the case, Judge 
Cross said Lauren’s scars were 
clearly significant and that she 
had been seriously traumatised. 

In a newspaper interview given 
at the time of the attack, Marcella 
Kelly told how Lauren’s then six-
year-old sister Ciara had run 
home screaming for their mother 
to come and help.

‘I tried to pull the dog off her by 
kicking him but he just gripped 
harder,’ Mrs Kelly recalled. ‘The 
only thing I could do was lie down 
on top of her to protect her but 
then it sunk its teeth in my arm. 
We’re just so thankful she’s alive.’
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HUNDREDS of nurses are 
expected to protest outside the 
Dáil today about overcrowding 
in emergency departments 
across the country.

Patient groups and members 
of the public have been invited 
to attend the rally, which begins 
at noon today.

The protest comes as nurses at 
four more hospitals voted in 
favour of industrial action over 
chronic overcrowding.

Nurses at Limerick, Ennis Hos-
pital, Nenagh Hospital and 
Croom Orthopaedic said yester-
day that they were starting a 
campaign of industrial action 

with a work-to-rule action on 
Tuesday, February 3.

The Irish Nurses and Midwives 
Organisation served notice of 
the action to the HSE yesterday. 

Nurses at Galway University 
Hospital are planning a work-to-
rule on the same day.

The number of patients on trol-
leys and chairs in A&Es in hospi-
tal A&Es and wards rose to 433 
yesterday – up 70 from the 363 
patients recorded on trolleys on 
Monday morning.

Beaumont Hospital recorded 
the highest number of patients 
on chairs and trolleys yesterday 
with 49, followed by Blanchards-

town with 35. The latest surge 
follows record levels of over-
crowding last week when on one 
day alone 601 patients were 
forced to wait for a hospital bed 
on trolleys and chairs. 

The nurses voted over-
whelmingly in favour of the 
action, which could cause fur-
ther delays for patients – with 93 
per cent in favour. 

The INMO wants additional 
nurses for A&Es and to cope with 
beds that are being re-opened 
to ease overcrowding. It claims 
there is a critical shortage of 
about 70 to 100 nursing posts in 
Limerick alone.
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Intel closes after 
hoax bomb call

THE sentence handed to a man who caused the 
deaths of eight people through dangerous driving 
is to be appealed by the DPP.

Shaun Kelly received four years’ jail with the 
final two years suspended but four of the families 
whose relatives were killed in the crash had asked 
the judge not to jail Kelly. 

The 26-year-old truck driver had pleaded guilty 
to the charge last July and was sentenced by 
Judge John O’Hagan at Letterkenny Circuit Court.

However now the Director of Public Prosecu-
tions has decided to appeal that sentence.

The crash at Clonmany, Co. Donegal, on July 11, 
2010, had resulted in the biggest single loss of life 
in a single road accident in the history of the 
State. Hugh Friel, 66, Eamon McDaid, 22, Mark 
McLaughlin, 21, Paul Doherty 19, Ciarán Sweeney 
19, PJ McLaughlin, 21, James McEleney, 23, and 
Damien McLaughlin, 21, all lost their lives.

DPP appeals crash 
deaths sentence

a hoaX bomb threat caller warned ‘12 bombs 
will detonate in 12 hours’ at an Intel plant in 
Leixlip, Co. Kildare.

The Mail understands that the 999 caller said he 
represented the Islamic extremist group, IS. The 
call was made at 6am yesterday.

It is understood gardaí are now collating CCTv 
footage in the vicinity of the phone box from which 
the call about the bomb scare was made.

after receiving the call, gardaí in Leixlip were con-
tacted. The Intel facility was also contacted and a 
mass evacuation swung into action.

Special units conducted a thorough search of the 
campus for any suspect devices but none were 
found. employees were allowed return to work just 
before 9.30am yesterday. 

Senior sources say the cost to Intel of closing the 
plant, which has 4,000 employees as well as contrac-
tors, could have been more than €1million. Sources 
say the threat also caused traffic disruption but 
that it was a credible hoax.


