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A message for 
parents from 
Mrs Dooley 
A

S A schoolteacher, 
my wife is acutely 
aware of the dangers 
young people face. 
She sees the impact 
of the internet on 

their social and personal lives. 
She is also mindful of how 
family breakdown is profound-
ly affecting her students.

Like me, Mrs Dooley believes that 
children reproduce their parents’ 
attitudes and values. What they see 
and hear in the home, they mirror 
outside. For it is primarily in the 
home that the human personality is 
nourished and formed.

That is why, the other evening, my 
normally calm wife vented her fury at 
a radio discussion. Apparently, it is 
now trendy for parents to tell their 
children that God does not exist. One 
father who rang the programme said: 
‘If you can’t see or touch it, it is not 
real. Life is hard and children need 
to know how hard it is. You can’t be 
filling their heads with fairy tales.’

Mrs Dooley was incredulous.
‘He is equating God with Santa 

Claus!’ she exclaimed. Both of us 
went away feeling desperately sorry 
for that man’s children.

It is true that life is sometimes very 
hard. However, it is more often beau-
tiful, rewarding and awe-inspiring. 
While that does nothing to prove the 
existence of God, it does rescue us 
from the terrible thought that crea-
tion is without purpose and we are 
simply flesh. 

Equating the existence of God with 
that of Santa is to say that the hopes 
of millions have rested on nothing. It 
is to say that the sacrifices of the 
saints, prophets and martyrs were all 
in vain. It is to say that the glories of 
our civilisation were inspired by little 
more than a figment. 

If that is not something any parent 
should do lightly, it is because it 
severs children from the source of so 
much of their identity. Imagine 
sitting down to inform a five-year-old 
that he originated as a germ but is 
now a sophisticated ape. Imagine 
telling him that his life is without 
reason and that what he does here is 
ultimately of no lasting value. 

If those beliefs drove Friedrich 
Nietzsche mad, it was because the 
‘death of God’ is not something we 
can take in our stride. It is not that 
we need a supernatural anaesthetic 
to get us through this life. It is simply 
that we are not programmed to live 
without wonder. 

The best way to destroy a child’s 
sense of wonder is to tell him there is 
no God. If children can easily get over 
the loss of Santa, it is because they 
eventually realise it doesn’t make 

sense. They reason that life loses 
nothing in his absence. 

When, however, you take God out of 
the picture, everything changes. 

When you seek to explain every-
thing in natural terms, the most 
significant moments of our lives lose 
their meaning. Conception, sex and 
death are now purely biological 
events without value. 

If children sense wonder in every-
thing, it is because they are not blind-
ed by cynicism. For them, there is 
nothing that does not reveal the mag-
ic of creation. Intuitively, they know we 
are not destined solely for the soil. 

You don’t have to be religious to 
share that sense of wonder or to see 
traces of God in creation. Astrophys-
ics tells us the Big Bang was an 
inevitable consequence of the laws of 
gravity. But where then did the laws 
of gravity come from? 

Such mysteries are probed by 
conscious minds, by people like 
you and me who open up the world to 
observat ion.  Without  human 
consciousness, the splendour and 
majesty of the universe would never 
have been revealed. 

B
 
 
uT what and where is 
human consciousness? You 
can point to your brain, but 
animals also have brains 
and the universe does not 

reveal itself through them. It seems 
we cannot see or touch conscious-
ness, and yet we know it exists. We 
see proof of it in love, laughter and 
in all great artistic and scientific 
accomplishments. 

In itself, human consciousness is a 
mystery that defies material, natural 
or scientific explanation. Its effects 
are, however, everywhere evident. 
And if we respond to such mysteries 
with faith, it is because they remind 
us that, despite all our achievements, 
there is still cause for astonishment. 

Of course, the best evidence for this 
is in the smiling eyes of a child. When 
I behold my children, I do not see 
only flesh, bone and sinew, even if 
that is what they are physically. I see 
the light at the centre of their being, 
a light to which we are all drawn 
despite not having any understand-
ing of its origin. 

I am glad to report that Mrs Dooley 
has regained her usual composure. 
Still, she would like to send this 
message to those parents who think 
they are doing their children a service 
by telling them God is an illusion: 
why deprive your children of that 
which gives life its true meaning? 

Why diminish their beautiful sense 
of wonder when they provide living 
proof that what you are about to tell 
them is entirely false?
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