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Switch to Pay As You Go 
Electricity – Now!

FREE
YOURSELF FROM

HUGE
ELECTRICITY  BILLS

FREE Welcome Top Up
€5 credit to get you started!

Stay Free of Debt
No more bills!

Free Installation
No setup fees!*

*Terms and conditions incl. 12 month contract and charges apply and are subject to change. †Sample keypad graphic, actual keypad display may diff er.

LINES OPEN
Mon – Fri 8am to 9pm | Sat 9am to 7pm | Sun 9am to 6pm

Smart control of your electricity.

Freephone Now Click Now

prepaypower.ie1800 989 872

Join the 70,000 customers that have already switched!Join the 70,000 customers that have already switched!Join the 70,000 customers that have already switched!

†

Dr Mark
Dooley
moral matters

mark.dooley@dailymail.ie

Take social media 
from the bedrooms 
of young children

Don’t Miss john waters’ provocative 
coluMn every week in

L
ast week, a radio 
researcher asked me 
for my twitter and 
Facebook details. 
When I informed him I 
don’t have any social 

media account, there was 
silence at the end of the 
phone. after a few seconds he 
inquired: ‘But as a public 
figure, don’t you need social 
media for self-promotion?’ 

Regular readers will know I have 
serious moral concerns about social 
media. to tweet your way through life 
is to live a virtual existence, disconnec-
ted from the real world and genuine 
social relations. It is to enter an 
ethics-free zone where anything goes. 

I understand why most public fig-
ures are on twitter and Facebook. 
For purposes of self-promotion, it is 
indeed indispensable. But I am not 
just a public figure: I have a private 
life which I consider sacrosanct. 

One of the many problems with 
social media is that it compromises 
the public-private distinction. When 
people live out their lives online, very 
little is concealed from public view. 
Nowhere is free from prying eyes. 

One of the first moral lessons par-
ents teach their children is what they 
can and cannot do in public. as bab-
ies, we let it all hang out in public. as 
we mature we become aware certain 
things are socially unacceptable. 

What we excuse in babies, we sim-
ply won’t excuse in older children or 
adults. When a person does in public 
what he should do in private, we 
condemn him as uncivilised or rude. 
We say he has forgotten his manners. 

that is why instilling manners in 
children is a moral imperative. It 
teaches them boundaries and ensures 
they don’t let themselves down in 
public. With manners, they become 
both polished and polite. 

that, at least, is the ideal. today, 
however, we live in a society where 
public-private boundaries barely 
 exist. Every day I witness children 
rampaging around supermarkets and 
churches, their parents smiling 
benignly in the background. I witness 
teenagers parading the streets, their 
hands stuck down the front of their 
tracksuits. and, in a complete inver-
sion of the old moral order, I have 
witnessed mother and daughter 
shopping together in their pyjamas. 

It seems we no longer know where 
the private sphere ends and the pub-
lic begins. Or rather, it seems we no 
longer care. Why else would we go 
straight from bed to the local shop?

For an adult to appear dressed as a 
baby in public is much more than a 
fashion statement. It is a self-
 indulgent snub to the rest of society. 
It signals a refusal to abide by those 

rules which make life bearable in the 
public world. 

surely I am not saying there is a dir-
ect link between social media and 
people shopping in their onesies? I 
am, for the simple reason that when 
everything is on show, it seems point-
less to maintain the old boundaries. 
When people are revealing and baring 
all, when the world can glimpse inside 
your bed and bathroom, why bother 
changing when going outdoors? 

the problem is human beings, and 
especially children, need privacy. For 
a certain period every day, we all need 
to shut out the world. 

Disconnecting from the public 
world is difficult for the plugged-in 
generation. But it is vital if we are to 
have healthy relations with others. 
For children, it means not only learn-
ing how to respect boundaries but 
how to stay safe. 

When the chatroom invades the 
bedroom, the child has nowhere left 
to hide. For that is what the private 
sphere ought to be: a sanctuary to 
which you can safely retreat from the 
world. But when your room contains 
a portal through which the world can 
peer, the child is left fully exposed.

For example, in a recent study of 
500 teenagers, it was found that one 
in four had ‘sexted’, or sent sexually 
explicit images online. a second 
study, conducted just before Christ-
mas, found that of the 450 adoles-
cents surveyed, 40 per cent admitted 
to creating sexual images or videos 
of themselves and 53 per cent report-
ed receiving graphic images, a third 
of which came from complete 
 strangers. 
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N response to these findings, 
Jonathan Baggaley of Britain’s 
Child Exploitation and Online 
Protection Centre, said: ‘What 
we’re seeing is abusers taking 

advantage and getting images out of 
young people, and then blackmailing 
them for more by saying, “If you don’t 
do more for me, I’ll send these to your 
family and friends”.’

as I told the radio researcher, I 
don’t use social media because I have 
taken a moral stand for the sake of 
my children. I don’t want them to 
think its normal for people to let 
 everything hang out online, or any-
where else for that matter. I want 
them to grow up recognising the 
value of real privacy, and to know 
when that privacy is being invaded. 

However, I also want them to res-
pect the public sphere as one we 
must share with others. that means 
dressing and acting in such a way 
that we fit in rather than stand out. 
Most of all, it means recognising that 
only infants have a right to wear 
 pyjamas beyond the hall door. 
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