
Page 16 Irish Daily Mail, Wednesday, February 5, 2014

Dr Mark
Dooley
moral matters

mark.dooley@dailymail.ie

Quinn and his ilk 
think we’re just 
‘clever animals’

L
ast week I accepted 
an invite to address 
the students of Muck-
ross College in Donny-
brook. Principal Caro-
line Lundy is an 

exceptionally gifted educator 
who, as she says, ‘has so much 
faith in young people’.

Judging by the wonderful atmos-
phere in the school, it was obvious 
the students feel the same way about 
her. Caroline is a true conservative, 
someone who believes we must con-
serve what we have, but never to the 
point of blocking innovation.

she wears a traditional teaching 
gown while running a thoroughly 
modern school. symbolically, she is 
telling her students that the past is 
our guide to a successful future.

the context of my visit was Catho-
lic schools Week. archbishop 
Diarmuid Martin spoke to the stu-
dents about Catholic doctrine, while 
I was there to discuss the search for 
truth and meaning. at a time when 
Ruairi Quinn is pushing – as he 
described it on Monday – his ‘big 
agenda’, it was inspiring to see a 
Catholic school standing firm.

Even more inspiring was the reac-
tion of the students. the only reason 
young people are so disconnected 
from reality is because we don’t give 
them an alternative. talk to them 
about the mysteries of life and you 
will quickly discover how hungry they 
are for real meaning.

I began with a question: ‘are you, as 
Nietzsche and Darwin say, clever ani-
mals, or something more?’ In search-
ing for an answer, we need not deny 
evolution or the truths of science.

as I have often written, science 
shines a glorious light across our uni-
verse, one that grows dim only at the 
threshold of eternity. still, the truths 
of science are revealed through 
human consciousness, through the 
very thing that some scientists seek 
to reduce to its animal essentials. It 
is through us that the world reveals 
its secrets, its beauty and essential 
harmony. Only through us can the 
ultimate questions find an answer.

Religion moves in at the point when 
we find ourselves without a satisfac-
tory answer. Nothing could be more 
rational than to gaze awestruck at 
the glory of the universe and to ask: 
‘Where did all this come from?’ When 
science falls silent, religion begins to 
speak. as I spoke, I could see the stu-
dents were lapping it up. Coming 
from a generation so detached and 
disconnected, they seemed refresh-
ingly engaged. It was obvious what I 
was saying resonated deeply.

If Mr Quinn has his way, there will 
be no space on the school curriculum 
for subjects which probe the deeper 
meaning of human existence. But not 

to ask such questions is to be only 
half alive. It is to ignore the very thing 
which gives purpose and significance 
to our short lives here on Earth.

Mr Quinn is, of course, a self-pro-
fessed socialist, and socialists, with 
rare exception, are natural atheists. 
they think the world would be better 
off without religion, being, as they see 
it, an impediment to universal equal-
ity. the best response to that is sim-
ply to remind Mr Quinn of the lessons 
of socialist history.

For much of the last century, social-
ism enslaved half the globe. the so-
called ‘ideals’ that inspired the stu-
dent revolutionaries of Mr Quinn’s 
generation denied people basic rights 
and reduced them to nothing more 
than cogs in a machine. Before our 
very eyes was the terrifying spectacle 
of a system that defined human 
beings as ‘clever animals’.

Deny people meaning and value, 
and you won’t get any closer to uto-
pia. Instead, you will create a soulless 
society, a state of nature in which life 
is ‘nasty, brutish and short’. such 
people may be able to compute, but 
they won’t be capable of thinking 
beyond the moment or of valuing 
anything for its own sake.

that is why we are fortunate to have 
school principals like Caroline Lundy, 
inspirational teachers who defy the 
‘big agenda’ in favour of true educa-
tion. and they do so, not by shouting 
loudly, but quietly and by virtue of 
good example. By upholding the tra-
ditional ethos of their schools, they 
create an environment in which stu-
dents naturally seek the answers to 
the ultimate questions.

S
 
 
aDLy,  most  Cathol ic 
schools are burdened by a 
religion curriculum which is 
heavy on detail, but shallow 
on inspiration. In its wis-

dom, the state has decided to drain 
the life from a subject which should 
set students alight. so unless stu-
dents are blessed with an exceptional 
religion teacher, they are unlikely to 
have their curiosity satisfied in the 
confines of the classroom.

Caroline Lundy understands this, 
which is why she and her staff pro-
mote an authentic educational envi-
ronment. It is one in which all the 
needs of the student – physical, men-
tal and spiritual – are catered for. the 
result is a school where pupils are 
taught how to be excellent people, as 
well as successful students.

the simple truth is that such 
schools set an example which all oth-
ers should follow. For it is then that 
the hollowness of Ruairi Quinn’s big 
agenda will become obvious. after all, 
what conscientious parent would 
ever want their children to be edu-
cated as clever animals?
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