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Theatre at its 
best can change 
us for a lifetime
L

ast week, the Dooleys 
rounded off Christmas 
with a visit to the 
 theatre. this annual 
treat has become a 
family tradition, one we 

anticipate with great excite-
ment. this year, we headed to 
the Bord Gáis Energy theatre 
to see Wicked, the prequel to 
the Wizard Of Oz.

Based on the novel by Gregory 
Maguire, Wicked reveals a more sinis-
ter aspect of the Oz story. We learn 
the Wizard is a pseudo-tyrant intent 
on subjugating the animals in his 
kingdom. We also learn how the so-
called Wicked Witch of the West 
sought to save Oz from his menace.  
In so doing, she is cast out, vilified 
and portrayed as the true villain.  

Wicked is laced with political cor-
rectness. stephen schwartz, who 
wrote the music and lyrics, says: ‘the 
Wizard in the show has resemblances 
to George W. Bush and other ameri-
can politicians.’ But this does noth-
ing to detract from a glorious specta-
cle that is both comic and tragic. 

at its best, theatre should elicit an 
emotional response from the audi-
ence. aristotle defines tragedy as that 
which brings about, ‘by means of pity 
and fear’, the ‘purgation’ of the emo-
tions. through pity and fear we iden-
tify with the characters, enter their 
world and find it difficult to readjust 
to reality once the curtain falls.

In that moment, we experience a 
moral and emotional transformation.  
Our pity has been ‘awakened by unde-
served misfortune and our fear by that 
of someone just like ourselves’. We are 
confronted with situations to which 
we are all potentially susceptible.

superficially, Wicked was a good 
comedy which sought merely to 
entertain. at a deeper level, it was a 
profoundly moving tragedy. through 
pity and fear we found ourselves 
empathising with the ‘villain’ of the 
show, a woman whose evil appear-
ance masked true virtue.

If cinema cannot affect us in the 
same way, it is because of the absence 
of real people. Despite the technologi-
cal wonder of 3D, we are still staring at 
canvas. But when sitting before a 
stage, we experience joy and pain, suf-
fering and sorrow in a palpable sense. 
theatre enables us to concretely 
engage with characters. the tragedy 
is made real by the fact that it could 
be you up there on stage. It is simply 
impossible to have that personal 
dynamic with a visual projection.

My children are still singing songs 
from Wicked. they are still dressing 
up in their witches’ hats and high 
heels. For my eldest son, it gave 
meaning to a story he has loved from 

the time he was tot. He, in particular, 
is a child of the theatre. From the 
moment he could walk, he was rarely 
out of costume. When he went to 
school, it was not sports but acting 
that absorbed his spare time. 

We are fortunate to have our chil-
dren in a school which offers a won-
derful speech and drama programme.  
Naturally shy, our eldest comes alive 
when he is on stage. His confidence 
soars as he delivers his lines in strange 
accents perfected in secret. 

It has taught him the importance of 
elegance in speech and movement. It 
has equipped him with a stock of 
 literary phrases, thus permitting him 
to converse with ease. It has opened 
up a world in which all aspects of the 
human condition are explored.

Best of all, speech and drama has 
sharpened my son’s moral sense. By 
standing in the shoes of others, he 
understands their motives and can 
sympathise when tragedy strikes. 

His emotions have been educated 
to the point where he can pity and 
fear without shame. 

In an age when we have all become 
slaves to the screen, the theatre 
 represents a powerful alternative. It 
invites us to become active partici-
pants in the lives of others. In invites 
to let go of self so as to sympathise 
with their plight.

S
 
 
OON, my son will feature in 
a production of aladdin at 
the Pavilion theatre in Dún 
Laoghaire. He will spend the 
next few weeks learning his 

lines and coming to grips with his 
character. then, before we know it, 
showtime. For more than two hours, 
they will perform before a full theatre 
audience. as if that is not harrowing 
enough, their timing must be impec-
cable and their lines delivered to per-
fection. No scope for a second take. 

and yet, despite all that, it is not 
they but their parents who are petri-
fied. Our worries are, however, mis-
placed. For in those golden hours, our 
children learn more about life and 
each other than they could from any 
other source.

they learn how to communicate 
from a perspective that is not theirs.  
they learn the art of persuasion and 
dialogue, of character formation and 
empathy. they learn why others think 
and act as they do, and why this may 
sometimes end in terrible tragedy.

silently, we drifted from Wicked into 
rush-hour gridlock. My five-year-old 
shattered the silence with his very 
own version of the show’s greatest 
hits. Our smiles could not conceal the 
fact that something within us had 
changed. Never again will we be able 
to call the Witch of the West ‘wicked’.
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Andalucia is one of the most beautiful corners of 
Europe, where the excesses of modern life do not 
seem to have taken root and travellers are welcomed 
as honoured guests. Immortalised by the writings of 
Ernest Hemingway and beloved by Orson Welles, it is 
the Spain of Carmen, Figaro and Flamenco. Rich with 
the legacies of the Moors and Romans, its charm and 
serenity will captivate you.

Fully escorted price includes:
• Return scheduled fl ights from Dublin or   
 Belfast International
• Six nights bed and breakfast at excellent quality  
 three and four-star hotels, staying in Seville,   
 Granada and Mijas
• Experience unspoiled Andalucia, perhaps the   
 most Spanish region in the country
• Guided tour of Seville
• Guided tour of the stunning Alhambra in Granada
• Visit to Cordoba home to the Mezquita - one of  
 the fi nest mosques ever built
• Visit to Ronda - one of the most spectacularly   
 situated cities in Spain
• Services of an experienced tour manager

†From price based on April 19, 2014 from Dublin

6
nights from

€749†
per person

Classical Spain
Seville, Cordoba   
& Granada
SELECTED DEPARTURES   
APRIL TO OCTOBER 2014

For great prices on travel insurance call: 0800 953 3660 
or visit: www.mailtravel.co.uk/holiday-extras
*Calls charged at local rate, calls from mobiles may be higher. Prices are per person, based on two people sharing, and are subject to availability. The star ratings that are 
shown are the tour operators own. Different countries have different standards; so a three-star hotel in one country may not be the equivalent to another country. Holidays 
are operated by and subject to the booking conditions of Riviera Travel, ABTA V4744 ATOL 3430 protected, a company independent of Associated Newspapers Ltd. When 
you respond, Associated Newspapers Ltd and other companies in the DMGT Group may contact you with offers/services that may be of interest. Please give your mobile 
or email details if you wish to receive such offers by SMS or email. We will not give your details to other companies without your permission; please let us know if you are 
happy for us to do so. Image used in conjunction with Riviera Travel.

idmriviera.ie
01 905 6311*

Italy is home to a number of fascinating historical 
cities and this tour takes in four of the best.  You 
will visit the gem that is Renaissance Florence, 
Siena - famous for its Piazza del Campo, Assisi and 
unmissable Rome - home to the Vatican City.  With 
these cities and the Tuscan countryside never too  
far away, this really is an unbeatable destination   
for a tour.

Fully escorted price includes:
• Return scheduled fl ights from Dublin
• Seven nights accommodation at excellent quality  
 four-star hotels, including breakfast and four   
 evening meals
• Guided tour of historic Rome and explore 2,000  
 years of history
• Guided tour of Siena, one of Europe’s fi nest   
 medieval cities
• Guided tour of Florence, pearl of the Renaissance
• Reserved, timed visit to the Uffi zi, one of the   
 world’s fi nest art galleries
• Visit to Assisi, birthplace of St. Francis
• Discover Tuscany’s stunning countryside
• Escorted by an experienced tour manager

†From price based on October 26, 2014 from Dublin

7
nights from

€959†
per person

Classical Italy
Florence, Siena, Assisi 
& Rome
SELECTED DEPARTURES   
MAY TO OCTOBER 2014


